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Yashifumi Kosuki, left, and Yannic Georis, right, share a moment with LaFayette High School football coach Ron Doctor.

Tackling a Foreign Game

By MIKE FELICETTI

Most high school football players aren't
content watching games from the sidelines.

But Yannic Georis and Yoshifumi Kosuki
of LaFayette aren't like most high school
football players.

They are foreign exchange students who
had never played a single down of football
before this season. Now they each have had a
season of practice under their belts, and have
enjoyed the experience.

“I joined the team to learn the game of
football,” said Georis, a native of Brussels,
Belgium. “While I'm in the states, I wan't to
learn sports that they don’t play at home.”

He's learning a lot in practice. “It's not so
difficult to play,” he said of his defensive end
position. “The basics are easy to learn. But
when you have to play in a game it's harder
because there's more stress; you don't wan't
to mess up.”

The two agreed they are too inexperienced
to take much playing time away from the
other players. “Most of the other guys have
played football for six years or more,” Georis
said. “They should be playing.”

Kosuki, who grew up in Kanazawa, Japan,
has seen more game action than Georis. His

Exchange Students
Learn Football
At LaFayette H.S.

experience as a soccer player in Japan made
him the logical choice to assume the kicking
duties for Coach Ron Doctor

While kicking comes naturally to Kosuki,
his other positions, wide receiver and safety,
aren't as easy. “When I'm on defense, I don’t
always understand what the coach wants me
to do,” he said. “I just try to tackle the guy
with the ball.”

Doctor said both players are very coach-
able. “They understand English and seem to
have no problem doing what we want them to
do,” he said.

At Thursday afternoon’s practice, Kosuki
was working out at receiver, but dropped a
number of passes. “I have a little trouble

catching,” he said. “The balls are shaped dif-
ferent.”

Everything about football is foreign to
Georis and Kosuki because, although the
sport is widely recognized, it isn't played in
their home countries.

So when Kosuki arrived in March and
Georis in June, they wanted to learn about
the sport they had heard so much about.

“In Belgium, everybody knows what
American football is because of the helmets
and big pants,” Georis said. “But nobody
knows the rules.”

Now, after playing the game for two
months, both know the rules and can enjoy
professional football on television. “Before I
started playing I couldn’t watch football on
TV,” Georis said. “It was too boring. I didn't
know what was going on. Now I watch it
every Sunday.”

When asked if he thought football was vio-
lent, Georis, who also is a former soccer
player, said: “I don’t think it's any more vio-
lent than soccer. Soccer is just as brutal
because you don’t have any pads for protec-
tion. And other players are always kicking
you in the leg.”

(Continued on Page C-7)
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